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Abstract

The current research aims to reveal the effects of social
networking sites on children’s aesthetic values from parents'
perspectives. The researcher applied the descriptive and analytical
methods, and developed the self-administered questionnaire for
parents to collect the data. The questionnaire consisted of three main
axes of aesthetic values: moral, the axis of social values, and the axis
of material values. The study was applied to a random sample of
(380) parents who have children in the second and third grade of
primary school in the city of Mecca. The study results revealed that
YouTube was the most widely used social networking sites among
children, with a high percentage, followed by Tik Tok. The results of
this study discovered the nature of the content that the children
mostly viewed online. The entertainment content came at the
forefront with the highest percentage compared to social, moral,
educational, cultural and historical contents. The results confirmed
that the children acquired moral aesthetic values and showed many
aesthetic behaviors to a high degree in both genders. The study came
up with a set of recommendations that can help bridge this gap.
There is a need for early childhood leaders to encourage parents to
develop aesthetic values in children in light of Islamic identity. The
study also recommended that early childhood teachers should pay
sufficient attention to encouraging parents to support their children
to gain aesthetic values in their daily practices. The results of the
study emphasized the importance of the role of educators, in
cooperation with designers and creators of early childhood
programs, in providing adequate control over the content of social
networking sites to which children are exposed, with the necessity of
enriching it with content that contains the promotion of aesthetic
values in children.
Keywords: aesthetic values, Islamic values, social media networking,
parents’ perspectives
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